
  
  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
  

Greg Jones Named Executive Director of The Academy Group’s Chicago Academy 
 
CHICAGO (May 7, 2018) — The Academy Group today announced the hire of Greg Jones, 
principal of Kenwood Academy, as the executive director of the Chicago Academy. Jones will 
oversee the Academy Group’s flagship program in Chicago, starting in September. 
 
The Academy Group provides low-income youth with tutoring, mentoring, internships, 
scholarships and permanent employment after college graduation. It is working to prepare these 
youth to be excellent students, community members, business leaders and agents for positive 
change. 
 
“Greg is an exceptional leader who has achieved remarkable results for young people from 
across the City of Chicago,” said Chicago philanthropist Mark Walter, the Academy Group’s 
founder. “We are thrilled he is joining the team.”  
  
Under Jones’ leadership, Kenwood Academy on Chicago’s South Side has helped thousands of 
young people meet rigorous academic expectations and achieve nationally recognized college 
completion rates.  
 
Jones is the recipient of numerous awards and commendations, most recently the prestigious 
Stanley C. Golder Award for Leadership from Golden Apple. David Leonhardt’s New York 
Times op-ed about Jones’ work is titled, “If You Want to Fix Schools, Go To the Principal’s 
Office.”    
  
“Greg has lived it and led it,” said Academy Group managing partner Shayne Evans. “He knows 
that, with the right supports, the Academy Group will help students live both purposeful and 
profitable lives.”  
   
“I’m excited to join a unique organization designed to change the educational and professional 
journey for thousands of urban students,” Jones said. “The Academy Group has the potential to 
create a new generation of leaders and fundamentally reshape the American workforce. I am 
looking forward to the work enormously.”    
 
Jones is a Chicago native, raised in the ABLA projects and the Bronzeville neighborhood. He 
attended Chicago Public Schools, graduating from Dunbar High School, and was the first in his 
family to graduate from college and receive a doctoral degree.  
  
The Academy Group invests in a diverse portfolio of for-profit businesses, the revenues from 
which are reinvested in young people, starting in the fourth grade. Our partner companies 
provide paid internships to our students in high school and college, and help us fulfill our 
guarantee of employment to all students who complete our program and graduate from college. 



The Chicago Academy will grow to 1,000 students by 2020.  The Academy Group plans to 
operate in cities across the nation.  
 
“Jones is brilliant and dedicated and among the most innovative school leaders in the nation,” 
said Academy Group managing partner Timothy Knowles. “Greg understands that closing the 
wealth and opportunity gap go hand-in-hand, and he embodies our core values — excellence, 
determination and justice. We are extraordinarily excited about his arrival.” 
  
About the Academy Group 
 
The Academy Group provides low-income youth with tutoring, mentoring, internships, 
scholarships and permanent employment. The Academy is working to prepare these youth to be 
excellent students, community members, business leaders and agents for positive change. 
Founded in Chicago by philanthropist Mark Walter, The Academy Group invests in a diverse 
portfolio of for-profit businesses, the revenues from which are reinvested in young people, 
starting in the fourth grade. In addition to providing income to operate the Academy Group, our 
partner companies provide paid internships and training opportunities to our students in high 
school and college. They also help us fulfill our promise of employment to all students who 
complete the program and graduate from college. 
 
 
CONTACTS:  
tknowles@theacademy.group 
sevans@theacademy.group 
  
 
	


